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POLICY STATEMENT

Any citizen can speak at a Grand Forks County Commission meeting, with guidelines in place to ensure public
participation. These rules help organize the process and allow individuals to address the Board during
designated times.

RATIONALE
To establish guidelines for public speaking during County Commission meetings.

APPLIES TO
Regularly scheduled meetings of the Grand Forks County Commission.

DEFINITIONS
Public/members of the public: Any member of the public including non-residents.

GUIDELINES
To provide public comments, each individual must submit a speaker card prior to the meeting being called to
order indicating:
1. The individual’s name,
2. Theindividual’s address,
3. The agenda item from the current meeting agenda or the previous meeting agenda that the individual
is addressing.

Two minutes prior to calling the meeting to order, the Chair will announce that any citizens wishing to
comment must submit a speaker card prior to the start of the meeting. Missing information from the speaker
card disqualifies the individual from speaking at the meeting.

Comments will be limited to five (5) minutes per person.

All comments must:
1. Address the agenda item identified on the speaker card.
2. Be pertinent to Grand Forks County.
3. Bedirected to the Board as a whole.

Comments may not:
1. Be defamatory, abusive, harassing, or unlawful.
2. Include information that is exempt or confidential under North Dakota open records law.
3. Interfere with the orderly conduct of the meeting or violate the public decorum guidelines outlined in
this policy.

Public Decorum Guidelines for Meetings of the Grand Forks County Commission

The following rules and guidelines shall apply to all individuals attending or participating in meetings of the
Grand Forks County Board of Commissioners. Violations of these rules will be considered disruptive conduct
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and may interfere with the legitimate government interest in maintaining orderly, efficient, and dignified
public meetings.

1.

ROLES

Failure to Comply with Time Limits or Instructions

Any individual addressing the County Board of Commissioners who refuses to leave the podium after
being requested to do so—whether for exceeding the allotted five-minute speaking time, or for
displaying hostile, aggressive, or disruptive behavior—will be considered in violation of meeting
decorum.

Disruptive Outbursts or Disturbances

Outbursts, shouting, clapping, booing, hissing, interruptions, loud noises, or other similar disruptive
actions during the presentation of agenda items or while members of the public body are speaking will
not be tolerated. Attendees must allow for a respectful and orderly exchange of ideas.

Interference with the Orderly Conduct of the Meeting:

Any behavior or conduct that disturbs, disrupts, impedes, or interrupts presenters, members of the
public body, or the general conduct of the meeting will be considered disruptive. This includes any

actions that hinder the effectiveness of the meeting or interfere with the Board's ability to conduct
business.

Unwelcome Physical Contact or Verbal Abuse

Any behavior or conduct that creates, provokes, or causes disturbances, including unwelcome physical
contact or verbal abuse, will not be tolerated. Respect for all individuals in attendance is required at
all times.

The Chair of the County Commission will preside over the meeting and will call upon any member of the public
that has submitted a speaker card prior to the commencement of the meeting. In the event that any of the
above disruptive conduct occurs, or if the Chair determines that any other behavior hinders the orderly and
efficient conduct of the meeting, the Chair may issue a warning to the individual involved. If disruptive
behavior continues, the Chair has the authority to recess the meeting until order is restored in the
Commission chambers.

RESOURCES
Contact the County Administrator or County Auditor if you would like additional information about this policy.
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